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By the Numbers
Jan—April 2010

9 # New Clients
294 # Counseling
Sessions
317 # Counseling Hrs
2325+ # Staff Volunteer
Hours

Fundraiser in Pontiac
Tuesday, June 15, 2010
@ Delong’s Casual Dining
10-2pm & 6-8pm
10% of your purchase will
be given to H2H

% One Mission, Many Hearts & Hands Dona Downing, Asst Director
Heart To Heart began June 1, 2000. Sandy Egle met with her first client at the grain
elevator. Being a city gal, | pictured Sandy sitting on top of the corn bins, not so, the
first office was at the Prairie Central Coop. Ten years later, God’s mission for H2H remains
the same. He is using many hearts & hands in His ministry to support the lost & hurting in
central Illinois. Please read below about two of these individuals.

Jon Morgan, H2H Computer Guru by Dona Downing
Raise your hand if you remember manual typewriters & computers
that filled an entire room! This describes my beginning of computer
skills, which is why H2H needs and appreciates the computer
knowledge & skills of Jon Morgan.

Jon Morgan and his fiancé,
Jen Emmert Jon graduated in 2007 from Calvary Christian Academy, Normal, and
began his ministry at H2H in 2008 when working with Trident, a for-

mer technical organization. Along with Andre Tucker, Cliff & Patrick McGee and David Norcross,
Jon has up-graded H2H’s computer system by installing a server, new computers, a printer, new
wiring and set-up software. Jon patiently trained us on how to troubleshoot computer problems.

Please know that all of these hours have been donated!

Jon feels his abilities with computers are God-given and he is self-taught in many areas. He de-

sires to work professionally in IT and consultation. Jon is currently working for Technisource, at

State Farm. From our perspective, Jon is a Godly & talented young man with a servant's heart.
Thank you Jon, the gift of your talents is a blessing & support to the H2H ministry!

SAVE THE DATE...

Saturday, August 28, 2010
Annual H2H Fundraiser
and 10th Anniversary
Celebration!

Where: Prairieview Mennonite
Church, rural Flanagan

What: Chicken Dinner
Silent & Live Auctions
“Feed the Need”
Bake Sale

Needed: Items for Auctions
Hand crafted items; Quilts,
Certificates for services, etc.

Baked goods for Bake Sale

Please call 815/796-2207 or
email: donah2h2@hotmail.com
to donate an item(s) or
are interested in helping.
Mark your calendars
and plan to come!

Amanda Stidham, Counseling Intern

“It has been such a joy and blessing to have been interning at H2H
this semester. | have learned so much, not only in the areas | expected, but
also about life and faith in general.

Between counseling sessions, staff meetings, fundraisers, and homework,
I’ve stayed pretty busy. Sandy worked to make sure | was able to experi-
ence a variety of different counseling aspects. | was able to talk to an
equine/canine therapist who also specializes in addictions counseling and
was also able to sit in on some court hearings. Even just living in the area has been nice.
Coming from a larger town | was surprised to see how welcoming and friendly everyone was. |
am so grateful for the hospitality | have received. Not only did | have a home to live in but |
also had a place to watch Lost every week!

I am also very thankful for the clients who allowed me to observe their sessions. | know it’s
hard to let a total stranger in sometimes and | am very grateful for the opportunity they have
given me to learn. | have learned a little bit about using art in therapy, behavioral manage-
ment programs, and how different each session can go depending on the needs and expecta-
tions of the client. | have also had the opportunity to learn about scheduling and opening and
closing client files.

| believe this internship could not have been a better fit for me and I feel it has begun to pre-
pare me for the work | hope to do in the future. | will return to Lincoln Christian University in
the fall to begin the Master’s program in Counseling, and | would definitely recommend this
internship to any undergraduate or graduate student looking for a place where they will learn
hands on what it is like to be in the counseling vocation.”



http://public.blu.livefilestore.com/y1pZ6yNJOZAz_hWOa36luroAuUOSa0rXVpohShTd0T4AuGPSZnkzFftEONTkyvAkoHEQx9DRX-jE3uVgE58C4lCOw/redsand_edited-1.jpg?download
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Thoughts from Sandy:.

| want to start by saying
that God is AMAZING!!
Over the last several months | have been feeling very
strongly led to work toward opening a satellite Heart To
Heart office in the Bloomington/Normal, IL area. God has
been revealing to me a tremendous need for H2H to help
stand in the gap of services in this new area.

| have been asking God how we can possibly do this, seeing
as how we are struggling each month to cover the financial
responsibilities for the Flanagan office. It just didn't seem
humanly possible but yet | have felt a strong sense of ur-
gency to make this new office a reality! The reality is, it is
NOT humanly, possible, but with God all things are possi-
ble!

Recently | was reminded by a friend about how God has
worked in H2H over the past 10 years. We started out in
one small office in our local grain elevator. We had our first
session scheduled before we had figured out where our of-
fice was going to be. Then as the ministry grew, we moved
into our second location until we outgrew that space, and
then moved into our current location. This friend reminded
me that God could move in the very same way to begin the
ministry in Bloomington! What an amazing idea!

This friend also reminded me of the Israelites as they were
getting ready to cross the Jordan River, which was at flood
stage, God did not stop the waters and tell His people to
cross. He told them to cross and AFTER they put their feet
into the water, He stopped the water so they could cross on
dry ground. Could that be what He is asking us to do at
H2H? This plan of getting down to Bloomington presents an
opportunity for a HUGE leap of faith, once again. As | began
to look for open doors for us to borrow some office space, it
became clear that God is opening doors for us, God was
providing the dry ground for us to cross from Flanagan to
Bloomington.

I had 4 sessions scheduled in Bloomington without knowing
for sure where exactly we would be meeting. | knew with-
out a doubt that God would open the doors for meeting
space at the perfect time. This is exactly how H2H in
Flanagan started 10 years ago and look where we are today!
God has been and will continue to be faithful and blesses
when we are willing to take that leap of faith, so . . . .hang
on because here we go AGAIN! | have been meeting with
clients at Heartland Community Church in their conference
room that they are donating to us until such time as we find
a location of our own. God has provided once again!

On yet another front, the Lord and | have been having some
very difficult conversations regarding the financial needs of
His ministry at Heart To Heart Support Services. As scrip-
ture tells us to do, | have been seeking and beseeching God
regarding the financial needs that are very big right now. |
KNOW that God is my Provider, my Strength, my Courage,
my Help in present danger, and the list goes on. | have been
lifting up the needs that we have, and yet | have not seen
God provide in significant ways. . .YET.

I have found myself becoming frustrated and if the truth is
told, a bit aggravated with God for His seemingly slow re-
sponse to our immediate needs. Then the other day, as |
was having my daily devotions, God reminded me that yes,
He is my Provider and all the other names we see given to
Him in scripture, but, not only that, He is my friend who is
walking with me through even a difficult time such as this.
He is not my deliverer yet, but He is my friend always and is
walking hand in hand with me through this lean season.
When that understanding sunk into my thick brain, | began
to have peace in the midst of the circumstances, even
though they have not changed yet. That peace is what | was
truly needing and longing for.

God continues to work and move among us here at Heart To
Heart, stretching and growing His ministry and the faith of
His people here. Please praise God for what He is doing and
continue to pray with us for His provision and watchful care
to continue to be on His ministry, H2H. God Bless,
Sandy Egle, Executive Director

After much prayer and seeking God’s direction, Lon Alderman and Acorn Ministries will soon be transitioning
but of the Heart To Heart ministry, as of July 1, 2010. He will be joining Dickson Valley Ministries in Newark, IL.:
his is a very exciting new partnership with Dickson Valley and will offer tremendous potential for further

hchieving the mission of Acorn Ministries. We at H2H wish all the best for Lon and his family and the ministry
Df Acorn Ministries and pray for God’s blessings to be on them. Please attend the up-coming Benefit Concert!
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You are invited to:

ACORN MINISTRIES
5t" Annual Benefit Concert
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E Friday, May 14, 2010 at 7:00pm
E First United Methodist Church
g 219 North Chicago St., Pontiac, IL
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Free Admission
Reception follows the concert
Offering to benefit:

Acorn Ministries
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Donations may be mailed to:
Acorn Ministries/H2H
PO Box 237, Flanagan, IL 61740

For more information visit
Our website at:
www.AcornMinistries.com

Acorn Ministries is building up the body of Christ,

the Church, one leader at a time.

Childcare available during the concert

h2hserve@hotmail.com

www. heart2heartsupport.org



http://www.acornministries.com/

